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WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY!  

We are so glad you are joining in our worship. Whether this is your first time or you are a 

regular participant, we are happy to welcome you today. 
 

Transfiguration: Amazing Then and Now 

Imagine what would happen if someone from the days of Jesus were suddenly 

transported to our present. How would someone accustomed to walking 

everywhere respond to driving in a car at top speed, let alone flying in a jet? How 

would someone who spends their life depending on—at best—oil lamps for light 

respond to electric lights? It is fun to muse at how people might respond, as we 

reflect on how sophisticated we are. 

Now imagine if the scene were reversed. How would someone accustomed to 

understanding much in the world around them respond to an event as 

otherworldly as the transfiguration? We understand volcanoes and the northern 

lights. We can explain lightning and thunder. We know about germs and disease 

transmission. So what would we do when confronted with something so 

amazing, awesome, and unexplainable? 

The transfiguration is one of those ancient events that still puzzle us. What really 

happened to Jesus that day? Since we cannot go back to that time, we are left to 

speculate. We take stabs in the dark and make educated guesses, but at the end of 

the day we are left with a holy mystery to ponder. 

Whatever happened that day, there is a timeless spiritual reality behind the 

physical details Mark gives us. God sometimes uses extreme and amazing 

methods to transform us when we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. God’s spirit 

transfigured Jesus then. That same Spirit is still transforming people today. We 

don’t have to explain first-century miracles to trust that God’s transforming Spirit 

is timeless and at work within each of us today. We do not have to understand 

everything to see the beauty of God at work in the world, continually 

transfiguring us into the people we were created to be. 
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The service today follows the liturgy from the Service Book and Hymnal (the Red 

Book) published in 1958 and used until 1978 when the Lutheran Book of Worship 

(the Green Book) was published. The service follows the same format which we 

currently use, but some elements have moved places. Can you find them?  Also the 

language used is reflective of  when it was published. When possible original texts 

from the hymnal were used. 



 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 11th, 2024                                                                                            10:00 A.M. 
The Order of Worship 

 
PRELUDE   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Processional Hymn                                                                      ELW 853/SBH 416 

The Confession of Sins 

The Introit and Gloria Patri 

The Kyrie 

The Collect 

Old Testament Lesson                                                                                2 Kings 2:1-12  

Anthem 

The Epistle for the Day                                                                      2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Children’s Message Hymn 

Children’s Message                                                                          Pastor Mike Gutzler 

The Alleluia 

The Gospel                                                                                                          Mark 9:2-9 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Sermon Hymn                                                                                 LBW 80/SBH 147 

The Sermon                                                                                       Pastor Mike Gutzler 

The Offertory 

The Prayer of the Church 

The Communion Service 

      The Thanksgiving 

      The Sanctus 

      The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

      The Lord’s Prayer 

      The Peace 

      Agnus Dei 

     The Communion 

The Post-Communion 

     Nunc Dimittis 

     The Prayer 

The Benediction 

The Recessional Hymn                                                                        ELW 838/SBH 434 

The Postlude   
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THE PRELUDE Riu Riu Chiu……………………….…………..……………Traditional 

                                                                                                                                 Trinity Brass 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                          

The assembly stands.  

When Morning Gilds the Skies……………...……………………………..ELW 853/SBH 416 

                                                                                                                   (Verses 1, 2, 3, and 5) 
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P In  the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  Ghost. 
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1The mighty one, God the | Lord, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 

  God shines | forth in glory.  

 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

  to witness the judgment | of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 

  for it is God | who is judge.   

The Congregation shall sing: 
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Then shall the Minister say: 

 The Lord be with you. 
Congregation 

 And with thy Spirit 

The Minister shall say: 

Let us pray. 

 O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration of thy only-begotten Son, hast 

 confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the Fathers, and who, in 

 the voice that came from the bright cloud, didst in a wonderful manner foreshow 

 the adoption of sons: Mercifully vouchsafe to make us coheirs with the King of his 

 glory, and bring us to the enjoyment of the same; through the same thy Son, Jesus 

 Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 

 world without end. 

THE LESSON  2 Kings 2:1-12 

The Lesson is written in the Second Chapter of Second Kings, beginning at the First Verse. 

1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Eli-

sha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent 

me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel 

came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your 

master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
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 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, 

“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 

Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 

him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”  

       6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 

“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 

on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 

them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it 

up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the 

two of them crossed on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 

responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 

it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot 

of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 

heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore 

them in two pieces. 

A  Here endeth the Lesson. 

ANTHEM 

What a Wonderful World………………………….…by Bob Thiele and George David Weiss 

   Program Note: Louis Armstrong’s well-known version of this song was recorded in 1967.  

                                                                                                                           Linda Stone, Vocalist 

THE EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 4:3-6  

The Epistle for the Transfiguration of  Our Lord is written in the Fourth Chapter of Second 

Corinthians, beginning at the Third Verse.  

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of 

this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 

the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim 

ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ 

sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

A Here endeth the Epistle for the Day. 
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 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE HYMN…………………..………………….….Walk With Me 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE……………………….…………………….…Pastor Mike Gutzler 

Please stand as you are able 
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9  

The Holy Gospel is written in the Ninth Chapter of St. Mark, beginning at the Second Verse. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 

them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 

good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 

him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only 

Jesus. 

 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 

they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

P Here endeth the Gospel for the Day. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

THE SERMON HYMN 

Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh Vision Fair…………………………………………..LBW 80/SBH 147 

                                                                                                                            (Verses 1, 3, 4, and 5) 
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THE SERMON………………………………………………………….…..Pastor Mike Gutzler 
       The Sermon being ended, the Minister shall then say: 

 The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

 through Christ Jesus. 
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Please stand as you are able 
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Watch over our military and members of agencies serving to keep us safe and 
free. Bless, strengthen, and defend them with your heavenly grace, give them 
courage in the face of peril, and grant them a sense of your abiding love and 
presence wherever they may be throughout the world.  
      R.  We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
Watch over all your children, Lord, including any who have not felt welcomed by 
the members of your church. Help us to truly be a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation: a welcoming and safe community for all.  
       R. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
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THE PEACE 

Continued on next page 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

Deck Thyself with Joy………………………………………………………………………...SBH 262 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

O God Unseen, Yet Ever Near………………………………………………………………SBH 263 
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THE POST-COMMUNION 
 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

Please stand as you are able 

Continued on next page 



28 



29 



30 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Beautiful Savior…………………………………………………………...……..ELW 838/SBH 434 



PARTICIPANTS IN WORSHIP 

Presiding/Preaching Minister       Pastor Mike Gutzler 

Assisting Minister                           Vicar Allison Vincent-Beckman 

Tech Team                                        Ben French and Jeff Taylor 

Musicians                    Josh Brown, Director of Music & Cantor 

                                                           Greg Bloy, Organ 

                                                           Linda Stone, Vocalist 

                                                           Trinity Brass 

31 

THE POSTLUDE Prelude in F……………………………………………………..…...J.S. Bach  
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3022 Woodlawn Ave., Falls Church, VA  22042 

Office: (703) 532-6617  Fax: (703) 532-4659 

www.holytrinityfallschurch.org 

www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityFallsChurch 

Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-701490 or CCLI Copyright License #A

-20259894. Permission to podcast / stream music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-701490 or 

CCLI Streaming License #A-20259894. All rights reserved. Portions taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 

2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #24270.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT – Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is  located on the 

original and ancestral homelands of the Piscataway, and we give thanks for their presence 

here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER - Prayers of comfort for Danny Sexton, husband of 

Maggie Person Sexton, on the death of his Mother, Kathy. 

 

Prayers are appreciated for Joe Anderson and for Katie Blomquist's mother, both 

recovering from surgery. 
 
Prayers for strength and comfort for Joanna Forbes and her family as her father’s 

health declines. 

 

Prayers of healing and strength for Kathy Chelsen. (Kathy would appreciate 

phone calls from HT members. Please contact the HT office for details.). 

 

Prayers also for Joel and Donna Cook (health concerns); Anne Simmons’husband, 

Rich (liver transplant); and Rita Juhasz (ongoing health concerns). 

http://www.facebook.com/HTLuther

